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THE GIRGULAR 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its aim, however, 
is to give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
us a copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address “ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. 


Yy.” 





Support of the Circular. 

As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wish it, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Fres Dairy Retiaiovs Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Biblo Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars, 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
aalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the samereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 


* , “ . 
Che Oneida Community 
MANUFACTURE 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men; Enameled Traveling-Bags; Palme 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT SORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c.; 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS. 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
will receive — attention. 
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‘Publications. 








TITE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50 
The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 

Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 

Birth, The Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil, Our 

Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death. Con- 

densation of Life, &e. &ce.—treated strictly according to 

Bible evidences. but developing many new and interesting 

conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 

All who wish to understand Bis.e Communism—its constitu- 

tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 

selves with the contents of this book. 

BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. I. Noyes. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 


sbove Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
af tha eonntry. 


The Oneida Communitn: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 200 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa? proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card, 

—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There are two branch 
communities, ope located at Wallingford, Conn., 
and the other at Putney, Vermont, which are also 
self-supporting. 

~--The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRALION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism, 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of Free criTICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to builds much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—-Tue Circviar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, asa sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
ubolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 





A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and devo- 
ted to God. 
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Who are the Conservatives P 

Every true hero of of reform and progress 
has had to meet the charge of being an 
‘agitator. Paul was called a ‘ pestilent 
fellow and a mover of sedition;’ and the 
same charge was virtually made against 
Christ. Yet there was no truth in these 
accusations. Both Christ and Paul were 
men of peace—quiet spirits—thoroughly 
conservative, seeking not to destroy but to 
save. There was agitation and destruc- 
tion going on around them, and it wasan 
easy matter for the devil, in the darkness 
of this world, to make it appear for the 
time being, that they were the cause of 
it. But in reality, they no more caused 
the destruction that surrcunded them, 
than a ship which crosses the ocean in a 
storm causes a storm. The appearance 
in such cases is always false. So the 
moral or spiritual craft of progress and 
improvement, labors under the disadvan- 
tage of seeming to cause the storm it has 
to encounter in its voyage. 

We, too, are called ‘ agitators ;’ but I 
maintain that we are true conservatives. 
Our claim to this name is based on the 
fact, that the law of progress and improve- 
ment is the oldest institution in the world. 
This is the same as to say that the Lord 
God Jehovah is the oldest being in the uni- 
verse—the ‘ ancient of days ;’ for he is life, 
light, and love ; and his nature being 
such, wherever he acts, and wherever he 
exists, the first and ruling law must nec- 
essarily be the law of progress—gradual 
change—change for the better—-darkness 
giving place to light—death giving place 
to life—selfishness giving place to love.— 
These are the changes that must constant- 
ly take place in the sphere in which God 
moves, 

The world regards as agitators those 
who undertake to supplant the institu- 
tions of the world—those who undertake 
to supercede existing laws. If we are to 
be judged by this rule, (and we are will- 
ing to be,) let us go back to the oldest 
law, to the oldest institution—the law of 
progression, Say that marriage is an 
old institution, and that present forms 
of family government are old institutions: 
nevertheless, the law of progress—of change 
from good to better, and from better to 
best—is older still ; it is as old as God ; it 
exists in the very nature of God. Who 
are the agitators, and who are the con- 
servatives, if this is the oldest law? I, 
for one, claim the name of conservative. 
I have been faithful to the original insti- 
tutions of the universe—-those that have 
been sanctified by six thousand years of 
existence. They are the agitators who 
undertake to resist the law of progress— 
who undertake to keep things just as they 
are—who would embalm like an Egyptian 
mummy the civilization of the world. And 
these agitators have the impndence to 
make the charge of agitation against the 
conservatives—those who defend the old- 
est law of the universe. 

The history of the world is a history of 





continual progress ; and it is wonderful, 


even miraculous, that any one of common 
sense can hope for a moment to stop 
changes—can think, after studying the 
history of the world, of checking improve- 
ment in themselves, and in the world 
around them. In view of the nature of 
God, they must be blind as bats. There 
can be no possibility of making civiliza- 
tion a fixity. 

Who are the agitators and who are the 
conservatives, in this country, in respect 
to slavery? It has been made to appear 
that the people at the north are the agi- 
tators. I will not say that the abolition- 
ists may not have propagated the truth 
in a turbulent manner ; but it is evident 
that the spirit of turbulence and agitation 
is at the south, among those who defend 
what they call an old institution, but 
which is really a new institution. Slavery 
isa novelty—an invasion ; it has not ex- 
isted from the beginning ; and so far as it 
isa selfish, cruel system, it does not exist 
in the nature of things. Those, then, who 
propagate such principles are disturbers 
ot the peace—open agitators. 

Aside from this old law of progression, 
which every one can see is at the foun- 
dation of the history of the world, and in 
the nature of God—a law that it is hope- 
less to think of resisting—aside from that, 
I say, those who believe in the Bible have 
the word of life distinctly announcing to 
them tremendous changes in this world. 
God long beforehand announced a day of 
judgment, and a day in which ‘ the fashion 
of this world shall pass away’—a day 
when ‘the heavens shall be rolled to- 
gether as scroll,’ and ‘heaven and earth 
shall flee away before him that sitteth 
on the throne.’ We are clearly told 
in the Bible that ‘the kingdoms of this 
world shall be broken in pieces’—that 
‘the New Jerusalem shall descend from 
God out of heaven,’ and that the time 
will come when ‘the will of God shall 
be done on earth as it is in heaven,’-— 
We are also told that ‘all things are 
to become new. Here are old insti- 
tutions: the prophecies are hoary with 
years—older than the American gov- 
ernments ; older than congregational- 
ism or popery ; older, I may say, than 
any government or kingdom pow in ex- 
istence, All other Jaws and institutions 
are secondary to these original ones ; and 
are preparing men, as fast as they will 
be prepared, for the work of progress— 
for the execution of the original law. 

Who are the agitators and who are 
the conservatives ? Are they conserva- 
tives who affirm that certain institutions 
like marriage and State laws, are forever 
sacred and inviolable ? On the contrary, 
they are the agitators—they are introdu- 
cing novelties--they are endeavoring to 
subvert old institutions—they are under- 
taking to overthrow even the word of 
God, which announces that all these sec- 
ondary institutions, ‘shall wax old as 
doth a garment ; and as a vesture shall 
they be folded up, and they shali be 
changed.’ These agitators would make 
us believe that the 
world—call them heavens, 


‘vestures’ of the 
if you like— 





are fundamental institutions; and in 
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trying to retain them they are trespass- 
ing on the word of the living God, who 
has said again and again, ‘ they shall be 
changed ! 

All the changes that God has purposed, 
would come about quietly, if these would- 
be-thought conservatives would let him 
work out his will and nature peaceably. 
But they step m, and endeavor to hinder 
the operations of the eternal law of the 
universe—blinding minds to the truth— 
making men superficial—telling them 
they must cleave to the vestures which 
God has expressly said shall be changed, 
and which must, from the very nature of 
things be changed. They hav2 started 
the idea that conservatism consists in 
embalming corruptible things : in a word, 
they insist that the law of progress shall 
pass away. It is, however, evident that 
we have reached a point in the history of 
the world, when great and mighty chan- 
ges must take place. It will do no good 
for people to ignore facts that are con- 
tinually staring them in the face. No 
one can shut his eyes so close as to avoid 
seeing that immense changes have taken 
place, and are taking place. It must be 
evident to all, that the law of progress is 
under strong headway. And it will be 
well for those who wish to be in harmony 
with this fundamental law, to soberly 
consider where its work will end—what 
will be the consummation of these chang- 
es ; and how great changes we ought to 
expect as near ai hand: so that they 
may be intelligent conservatives, give in 
their allegiance to the law of progress 
understandingly, and not be found fight- 
ing against God. 

All the manners and customs of life that 
have been formed on the basis of sin, 
must of course be conformed to sin. And 
if we assume that men are selfish, that 
their hearts ‘ are deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked,’ (which is the 
fact in regard to all men, until they have 
received Christ,) then we must also as- 
sume that, as the hearts of men are the 
source of all their laws and institutions, 
those institutions must be selfish and sa- 
tanic, either directly or indirectly. They 
may be, like crime, selfish in themselves 
considered, or like the law against crime, 
selfish, as the surroundings of selfishness, 
The principle is the same, whichever way 
it works. To illustrate: when a person 
is insane, everything around him con- 
forms itself to his condition. The satan- 
ic influence in the case works, both in a 
direct or indirect manner. On the one 
haod, his insane ravings and barbarous 
actions are satanic; and on the other 
hand, his straight-jacket and handcuffs 
are satanic: they are indirectly caused 
by the satanic influence. So the assump- 
tion of moral insanity in the human heart 
necessarily involves the assumption, that 
all institutions springing from the human 
heart, though perhaps temporarily neces- 
sary to restrain selfishness, are neverthe- 
less insane, i. ¢., belong to the insane 
principality. 

With this view of the present state of 
things, we can easily calculate the chang- 
es that are tocome. If Christ is to actu- 
ally supplant the satanic influence and 
be installed as king in the hearts of men ; 
then there must be an entirely new world. 
Pure hearts will embody themselves in al- 
together different institutions from what 
sinful ones do. ‘ New wine must be put 


into new bottles’ If that first change is 








to come, namely, the redemption of the 
human heart from the power of Satan to 
God, from darkness to light, then there is 
also to come a ‘ new heavens and a new 
earth ;’ then there will be heard the 
voice of him that sitteth upon the throne, 
saying, ‘ Behold, I make all things new.’ 
This change will take place: there is no 
remedy for it. If this is so, why will not 
our conservatives prepare their minds for 
it ? Why should they dally along, think- 
ing this and that thing may perhaps be 
changed, but the great institutions will 
remain in statu quo? They are all ves- 
tures of the sinful heart ; and as such 
must be displaced by new ones. He, is 
the only true conservative who stands up- 
on the law of progress, and helps give ex- 
pression to the life and newness of God, 
Both the nature of things, and the dis- 
tinct announcements in the Bible, teach 
us to expect an entire change ; and I 
should consider myself an agitator, a 
‘ mover of sedition,’ if I undertook to re- 
sist the moving power of God—if I threw 
myself in the way of his great car. It 
has been on the track so long, and is un- 
der such momentum, that it would be 
foolishness in me to think of stopping or 
checking it, or doing otherwise than ride 
along quietly in it. Whoever jumps off 
from the car to gain his equilibrium, will 
surely receive an agitation of the worst 
kind ! 

We, in following out the law of progress 
have invited God and the Primitive 
Church into the world ; and the religious 
public have done the same for the last 
eighteen hundred years. They are pure 
spirits, and if they come into this world 
—if the New Jerusalem does ‘ descend 
from heaven,’ almost inconceivable chang- 
es must take place. These old vestures 
are not suitable at all for that heavenly 
company, and they will, therefore, be all 
put away. The prayer, ‘thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven,’ is a full and implicit invi- 
tation to the beings and institutions of 
heaven. 

We are not disturbing the world. God 
is disturbing the world by the operation 
of his old law of progress. We are sim- 
ply riding in God’s car. It goes pretty 
fast, to be sure—fast enough to make 
some bystanders ‘ hold their breath, and 
wonder where the world is driving to.”— 
But we cannot help it ; it will not do for 
us to jump off, and so we have to go on 
at railroad speed. We are not, however, 
ahead of the time, according to the table 
given us. We have only reached the 
point marked in the table for this present 
time.-—-Home-Tatk. 





Nature better than Art. 


Nature is careless of symmetry in the body 
because she has higher resources, and a beauty 
of greater potency, able to inform and reform 
all varieties of feature. She makes one nose 
too long, another too short, one brow too nar- 
row, another too broad ; she cuts a hasty mouth 
and neglects its curves, because she can light 
all faces with manhood and womanhood, with 
generosity and mirth, courage, kindness, en- 
thusiasm, till the imperfect features are forgot- 
ten. She hurries to this master work and so 
slurs over details which she can afterward cor- 
rect or conceal by an interior plastic flame.—- 
Her glory isnot form but expression, not the 
body but the grace-giviug, refining, illuminating 
soul. a 
How do we follow her in this crowning effort 
by which cach face is made beautiful as it is 
made human, remodeled, and rekindled til) it 
becomes a light of love, or aspiration, or con- 
stancy of noble sorrow or more noble trust ? 
Let the artist answer who has best loved and 
most purely sought expression. LHe will tell 


you that it is the despair of art. For the people 
whose commonwealth of beauty we have pro- 
claimed, let us declare that the delight ofa 
single day among men, women and children 
beggars all galleries and masters together, 
and ieaves AnceLo and Rapnaet bopelessly 
behind Of the ten thousand distinct, yet 
fleeting lights and shadows which chase each 
other in a familiar and beloved face, what one 
can you hope to recognize as fully reproduced 
ina portrait. The wonder, shyness, transparen- 
ey of childhood. Where do you see them? 
Under every roof, but not in all the holy fami- 
lies of Rapuart. There are passing expres- 
sions in the plainest face which sucha master ob- 
serves but cannot seize or transfer to his work. 
The proud modesty of maidenhood, that will 
not bate a jot of worth or give regard except 
where giving is increase of honor, you have seen 
it once or twice in marble-——perhaps in the 
Psyche of Naples—as often on canvass in going 
the round of Kurope ; but you may meet some 
spark or a steady flame of this magnanimity in 
every aspiring girl. --Century. 
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Classification of Character. 

‘Common souls pay with what they do; no- 
bler souls with what they are.’ 

This saying of Ralph Waldo Emerson has often 
recurred to our mind as expressing a very gener- 
al truth. 

Who has not felt with regard to perhaps a ma- 
jority of their fellow-men, that they are made ac- 
ceptable, desirable members of society by their 
works—that they pay with what they do? 


And again we have all realized on coming in 
contact with certain nobler characters, that they 
are a blessing to us and society independent of 
their works—that they pay with what they are— 
that their existence, and the spiritual aroma which 
surrounds them is a blessing to the world, which 
more than counterbalances any troubles they 
may occasion. 

This distinction between human characters is 
illustrated by the different kinds of fruits. There 
are fruits which would never be cultivated for 
their beauty or fragrance, but whose usefulness 
still amply rewards the husbandman. ‘Then there 
are other fruits whose beauty alone would induce 
us to cultivate them, and others whose fragrance 
alone is considered a sufficient reward for the la- 
bor of cultivating them. And again there are 
some fruits and plants which neither pay with 
their beauty, their usefulness or fragrance. The 
class of human beings answering to the last men- 
tioned fruits, descrve our commiseration more 
than the contempt which is generally allotted 
them. 

It should be a matter of comfort and thankful- 
ness to any one, that he pays with what he does— 
that he is able to benefit others by his works; 
and, at the same time, it should be an object of 
ambition with all to rise into that higher class 
who pay with what they are—the beauty and 
fragrance of whose life are regarded as blessings. 

And here we are led to appreciate the gospel of 
Christ, the very object of which is to improve the 
characters of men—not primarily to make them 
better or more skilful workers, but to change 
their internal life—to supplant their old, carnal 
life with the new and pure life of Christ, which 
is full of kindness, gentleness, heroism and all 
loveliness. In proportion as we are receptive to 
this spirit shall we bless others by our existence, 
The spirit of Christ, if allowed to pervade and 
permeate any character, will so beautify it, that 
its loveliness must be seen and appreciated by all. 
It is said of Christ’s disciples, that the Pharisees 
took knowledge of them that they had been with 
Jesus; and similar thoughts will be felt, if not ex- 
pressed, concerning all whonow freely receive the 
spirit of Christ. 

As the class to be most commiserated are those 
who neither pay with what they do nor with 
what they are, so the grade of character most to 
be desired is that which pays with what it does 
and with what it is. Itis better to pay with 
what we do than not to pay at all; better to pay 
with what we are than with what we do; but 
better far to pay with both what we do and what 
we are. 

Christ, Paul, and, in fact, all the Bible wor- 
thies, were examples of this latter class. We 
marvel while reading the New Testament at the 
wondrous magnetism of Christ’s life—at the 





kindness, benevolence, peace, and wisdom which 


were constantly flowinz from him, blessing all 
who came in contact with him; but we marvel 
no less at his mighty acts; and it is reasonable to 
suppose that in the proportion that a character ap- 
proaches perfection we shall behold the same 
combination seen in the character of Christ, 
namely, pure inward life and effective external 
deeds.—w. A. H. 


A Daily Religious Journal. 


We find the following item in the Century : 


“The Churchman of this city says that ‘it is 
reported in the newspaper circles, that an enter- 
prise is in progress for the establishment, in this 
city, of anew daily paper, to be conducted on 
strictly religious principles. It is to be started, 
we hear, with a capital of $150,000, and is to be 
edited by James R. Spaulding, Esq., a gentleman 
of ability and experience, at present and for sev- 
eral years past connected with the Courier and 
Enquirer, and the Rev. Dr. McClintock, an emi- 
nent Methodist clergyman, well-known for his 
contributions t» the leading periodicals of that 
denomination and to the publications of Messrs. 
Harpers & Brothers. That a paper conducted 
with ability and enterprise, fully up in all matters 
of news, divested of the revolting details of vice 
that occupy so large a space in the journals of the 
day, and furnished with copious correspondence 
from abroad, should succeed, all will agree; 
whether it can, may seriously be doubted. The 
success of a daily journal, now-a-days, depends 
not more upon the ability of its leading editorials 
than upon the day and night industry, the rugged 
good sense, the tact and the experience of those 
intrusted with the multifarious minor details, 
connected with its business department and gen- 
eral outside management.’ ” 

The Century remarks on the above: 


“The enterprise referred to has been on foot 
several months, under the patronage, we are told, 
of seven evangelical churches, which are represent- 
ed, or to be represented ina Board of Trustees. 
[t originated about the same time with the Cen- 
tury, and grew out of the same want in our news- 
paper press, of a higher standard in morals and 
politics. It was then supposed that the two pro- 
jects could be united in one; but differences were 
elicited in conference on the subject, which made 
them irreconcilable. The Century could not 
adopt the sectarian feature , neither could it ig- 
nore (as was required by the evangelical repre- 
sentations) that great question which underlies 
all the discussions of the day in State as well as 
in Church, and on which it is our design to speak 
candidly, and in no sectional spirit whenever oc- 
casion may require, viz., the question of negro 
slavery.” 

We are glad to see the idea of a Daily Religious 
Press gaining ground, but we doubt whether a 
daily religious journal devoted to sectarianism and 
ignoring the question of slavery or any other 
question of human right and human interest, 
would be much of an advance vu the current 
journalism, or, in fact, would be successful. A 
Daily Religious Press which would answer the 
wants of the age must be free to speak tho true 
word against ail sin and selfishness, and for aly 
truth, justice and love. 








A Revival Among the Jews. 
The Independent contains an account of a revi- 
val of religion in Constantinople, of an interesting 
character. It commenced at the Bebek Semi 
nary, a Jewish School under the teaching of the 
Free Scotch Church missionaries. The ival 
commenced soon after the opening of the term in 
October. The following extract of a letter from 
Mr. Goodell describes the process of the work: 


“ Did you know that the heavens were drop- 
ping down from above, and the skies pouring down 
righteousness upon us? Have you heard that 
the Bebek Seminary has been visited by Divine 
influence, as it was never visited before, and that 
of some thirty-five students there, not one seems 
left unawakened, unhumbled, unsubdued ? Have 
you been told that the Holy Spirit has come with 
mighty power into Miss Whittet’s school of fifty- 
five Jewesses, producing such a state of feeling 
among them, that daily lessons have to give place 
to daily prayers? Those who were trained up to 
spit at the name of Jesus, now all at once and al- 
together bow the knee to him, and with tears of 
joy lift up their hands and their eyes and their 
hearts to him; and there is every reason to be- 
lieve that quite a number of them have already 
received as their own Messiah and their own 
Savior that blessed One whom their fathers re- 
jected as an impostor. As they return home 
every night, their new views and feelings are pro- 
ducing a mighty sensation among their parents 
and neighbors; and who may tell whereunto al! 
this may grow? Certainly, there has not to my 
knowledge been anything like this among the 
Jews before, for ages and gencrations.” 

Another letter mentions the fact that Jewish 
opposition has been wonderfully restrained, the 
writer states : 

“ With startling rapidity the news reached the 
Jewish houses; some of the newly converted girls 
were so full of what they had experienced, that 
they openly declared to their parents that they 
had now looked to Christ as the Lamb of God, 





and were no longer Jews, but Christians. We were 
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therefore prepared for nothing short of a complete 
emptying of the school, but wonderful to relate, 
the Lord hes been greater than our fears. Nine 
have indeed been removed ; this number includes 
several Spanish, and but one of the recent con- 
verts. Itiscause of special thanksgiving that all 
the other young disciples are still among us; and 
a most remarkable fact it is, that even Jewish en- 
mity has been restrained from hindering this 
glorious work,” 

The revival, through the labors of the converts, 
has spread to other places. It is quite a re- 
markable phenomenon in those eastern lands. 





From Furope. 

The news from Europe, in these days, is not of 
a very pacific character. The nations of the con- 
tinent are calculating the chances of war and 
arming themselves for a possible contest. France 
and Austria are the two nations between which 
the contest threatens to commence, but a war be- 
tween these two powers would be likely to draw 
in other powers and end in a general melee.— 
What the result will be none can tell. The na- 
tions seem to hesitate and the policy of peace 
may yet prevail. England is working for peace. 
By the last arrivals the accounts were that war 
was almost certain, yet it is stated, that on the 
day the steamer sailed, a sudden rise of the funds 
led some to suppose that important news of a pa- 
cific character had been received. It is supposed 
that Lord Cowley’s mission to Vienna had failed. 
Austria, France and Sardinia were still busily en- 
gaged in warlike preparations. What part Rus- 
sia will take in the approaching crisis, is as yet un- 
certain; one rumor says that she will act with 
France, another that she will join Prussia and 
England, in endeavoring to bring about a peace- 
ful solution of existing difficulties. In Eng- 
land the prospects of the government Reform 
bill are anything but flattering. It meets with 
strong opposition from all parties, including some 
supporters of the Ministry both in and out of 
Parliament. A change of the Ministry was 
already a matter of speculation. The Russian 
troops it is stated were besieging Shamyl’s capit- 
al, in Circassia. 








Items. 

..-The daily noon prayer-mecting in the Old 
Dutch church in Fulton street, New York, still 
continues, and is stated to be the center of much 
interest. 

...-Astupendous project is talked about of 
uniting the waters of the upper Arkansas the 
South Platte and the Kansas rivers, to fill the 
bed of the latter, and make from the three incon- 
siderable, unnavigable streams, one broad, deep 
navigable river, that would open the far West up 
clear to the base of the mountains, and into the 
new gold region. The river thus created, it is said, 
would be equal to the Missouri. 

...-An order for the sale of Antioch College 
has been issued by the United States District 
Court in Cincimnati at the Suit of the Connecticut 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, for the fore- 
closure of a mortgage of $27,361.17 principal 
and interest. 

.... Mr. Thomas Hughes, is the author of ‘ Tom 
Brown’s School Day’s at Rugby,’ a some what 
popular book at the present time. 

..-Rev. C. G. Finney, the revivalist, is now 
preaching in England to crowded audiences. 


An Oneida Journal. 





Wednesday, ‘Thursday and Sunday evenings of 
this week were occupied chiefly with talk about 
the children’s house, the managers in that de- 
partment offering it freely to the criticism of the 
Community, and all who wished, expressing their 
views. From time to time a little thoughtless 
gossip about the arrangements there, will start 
somewhere, and catching in all the combustible 
philoprogenitiveness there is about, kindle into 
quite a flame. The result is a free conversation 
in the parlor, and generally an increased appreci- 
ation of the circumstances in which our children 
are being brought up, and of the services of those 
who have charge of them. It was thought to be 
for the interest of the departinent, entirely, to give 
frequent opportunity for public expression con- 
cerning it, and let all criticism have vent in that 
way rather than in inconsiderate gossip. It is 
not a trifling problem to manage so many children 
together, and maintain obedience without too se- 
vere restraint, and give them air and exercise, 
with accommodations so limited as ours; but the 
good health of our little folks show that it is nut 
an impracticable one. Obedience has the promise 
of long life—it is the first natural Jaw of health, 
to be set above all mere physiological laws. Per- 








haps,the limitations of our circumstances, by mak- 
ing obedience a stern necessity if we would have 
any order at all among our children, have been 
after all healthy, rather than otherwise. Train a 
child thoroughly in obedience, and you secure to 
him the best basis of good health, that is, com- 
mand of his own passions—power of will. At the 
same time you secure to him the best basis of 
moral character; and also of genius, for genius is 
said to be educated will. You secure to him the 
best basis of happiness—for what is a greater foe 
to happiness than unregulated passions ? 

Friday Evening, April 1.—A note was read 
from a young man, stating his decision to leave the 
Community, and asking for a suitable outfit. He 
has been here about two years. There was some 
conversation relating to his case, which as he was 
not present, was voted to be reported to him 
with the information that his request for clothes 
&c, should be attended to. He expressed good 
feelings toward the Community, and will leave 
with much good feeling toward him.——A ques- 
tion referred from the business committee to the 
general meeting was discussed. It appears that 
a special committee appointed to act on a certain 
business had written to a manufactory giving them 
reason to expect certain orders. Circumstances 
have since arisen making it somewhat desirable 
not, to prosecute these orders. But the committee 
considered the honor of the Community involved, 
and that was the question, whether we were so 
committed as to incur the charge of unfairness, if 
we failed to forward the order. It was decided 
to send an agent to the establishment and find out 
exactly what the expectations are there, and sat- 
isfy them. 

Saturday Eve. 2.—The last stage performance for 
the season. The principal part of the entertainment 
this evening was an elaborate piece of music, the 
‘ Overture to La Bayadere’ performed by a divis- 
ion of the Orchestra. The instruments were two 
flutes, four violins, a clarionet, bass viol, double 
bass viol, and altocornet. It was much admired, 
and is a promise of pleasure hereafter, as it is a 
piece that will bear study, and reveal new beauty 
in hearing. Its performance was followed by dec- 
lamations in prose and poetry, and then it was 
repeated, closing up our home-theater till another 
winter. The theater is a winter amusement—we 
shall begin to find our sport out-doors soon, on 
the meadow-stage, and in the green-room of the 
wood-thickets. 

Monday, 4.—The sun dodges in and out to-day 
and the wind and snow are cutting up all manner 
of antics; but the fickleness of April is too 
proverbial to be mentioned. February was a 
much more comfortable month this year than 
April has been so far. The strawberry-culturists 
are preparing their ground for new plants, the 
hot-beds are in progress. Evening.— Reading from 
Bushnell’s‘ Nature and the Supernatural.’ It gives 
a very interesting view of Christ as a celestial 
character, transcending all natural conception.— 
Blessings on the writer who holds up Christ to 
view—who employs his genius to uncover the 
wondrous beauty of his life. The heart of man 
never knows its satisfaction till it begins to see 
Christ. 

Tuesday Evening 5. Business discussion. A 

statement was made of the cost in detail of our 
preserved fruit, and the question asked, how low 
can we possibly afford to sell it, as the high price 
makes it slow in market. After the discussion, 
more of Bushnell's book was read, which was 
very refreshing. 
As we were sitting in bag-bee Thursday 
afternoon, there blew up one of the wildest snow- 
storms we ever saw. The wind-clouds of summer 
do not make it more dark than did the driving 
snow. In the midst of it came Jane and Chloe S.— 
like birds to the window. They are sisters of 
Hi. J. S., and are come here to live, having chosen 
this for their home from the time of their mother’s 
death here last summer. They lived about ten 
miles distant. Wednesday morning we sent 
two more to Wallingford, Mrs. S. and II. C., the 
latter a young man who came here from Cennecti- 
cut a boy, car-free, ten years ago, but goes back 
with a true New Yori stature, aspiring to six feet. 
Speaking of partings in the journal last week, it 
made us laugh to see what colors a happy tem- 
perament can throw over scenes of that kind, as 
we read a late letter from Bro. Inslee, which he 
commences as follows: 

“My parting from you, though in some re- 
spects a trial to me, was nevertheless a very joy- 
ous affair; for it gave me such a vivid expression 
of your great heart of love. The out-speaking of 
such loving countenances from the doors and win- 
dows of the house while I sat in the wagon, gave 
me such a thrill of heaven!y electricity, that it 
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seems as though I should enjoy the relish of it all 
my days.” 
a 
Praise. 
* Praise for the Lord doth wait ;’ 
But when his footsteps we discern, 
From sorrow’s downward path we turn, 
And on joy’s upward wing we learn 
Ifow incense rises when we burn 
Our off rings, small, or great. 
For gifts acceptable above, 
By cost he doth not prize ; 
The pigeon, or the turtle dove, 
The poor man’s evidence of love, 
Fragrant will heavenward rise ; 
While droves of beasts the altar stain, 
That of the earth on earth remain ; 
As smoke that canopies o’er head, 
Hiding the pure blue sky from view 
A sacrifice--its fragrance fled, 
An offering--but not the true. 
So heaps of wealth are vain, 
Thousands on thousands piled, 
First the right state attain— 
Small things suffice the child. 
For slightest cause the heart 
With rapture will o’erflow, 
Which costly schemes of art 
Are powerless to bestow. 
How sad the case of him who turns 
Disdainful from Love’s little things, 
Whose heart of selfishness ne’er learns 
To touch for these the harp’s glad strings ; 
The smallest token of the Savior’s love, 
Can bring the heart the wealth of heaven above. 


We wait, but as we wait 
We watch the passing signs, 
The eye that sleeps not late, 
Shall see when morning shines ; 
For broad the light that streams, 
As lightning’s flash that gleams 
Across the gloom of night 
On the expectant sight. 
As stars upon the night’s blue vault 
‘Their maker’s praise declare’, 
Man’s onward progress without halt, 
On earth is record fair, 
Each step a star that glitters bright. 
No more to fade from view, 
Till step by step we gain The Light, 
And bid dark night adieu. 
Judged by the stars that shine so here, 
The sun of Love is drawing near. 
Soon as appears morn’s faintest ray, 
The birds are caroling of day ; 
They wake us oft from morning’s dream, 
Anthems of praise their glad notes seem ; 
In vain do frosts and snows appear, 
The winds and storms of March so drear; 
Heedless of these their tide of song 
With varied note still flows along, 
As if their faith and love were strong. 
Have we less cause for praise than these, 
That indim morn, on leatless trees, 
Pour forth their notes o’er snow-clad field 
That food or shelter doth not yield? 
Shall birds expect more kindly care 
Than those whose lot Christ came to share ? 
Or does their hope of future swell 
With promises that doubts dispel ? 
Ours is the hope of life, secured 
In Christ who died, and lives ; 
From lesser hopes by this allured, 
The heart its treasures gives. 
We praise him for the gifts that tell 
In man’s improved estate ; 
For Art, and Science, that so well 
Our wants anticipate. 
That those we love our love return, 
Draws on our hearts for praise, 
For when our hearts for oneness yearn, 
To God be thanks always. 
We praise him for his Spirit's call 
To conflicts not yet won, 
For hope of strength to stand till all 
His heavenly will is done. 
Verona, March, 1859. H. N. be 





We have heard several good stories illustrative 
of morbid conscientiousness, but the one told by a 
friend from Northern Vermont is certainly the 
best. He says acertain Deacon M——, living in 
the town of Fairfield, was in the habit of riding to 
church every Sabbath morning. His beast was 
difficult to catch, and the good deacon’s patience 
and breath were generally well exhausted before 
he was prepared to commence his Sabbath-day’s 
journey. One Sunday morning, however, he caught 
the old mare asleep, and succeeded in bridling her 
before she could ‘ take to her heels.’ The deacen 
doubtless felt a little jubilant at first, over this 
capture by surprise; but before he reached the 
house his conscience smote him—he began to 
think it was not exactly right to take advantage 








of the old mare while asleep, as he had done; and 


ed 
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finally, to ease his conscience, le turned her loose 
again, and ran all the forenoon to catch her! 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Further Discussion of Communism at Free- 
port, Ill. 
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Freeport, March 27, 1859. 

I send you a word additional to what [ wrote 
you a week since. 

The discussion of Communism was renewed 
again last night inthe Young Men’s Lyceum of 
Freeport. About the same audience was presen! 
as the week before. The clergy of the place were 
out, and a fair representation of all other classes 
in the community. 

The affirmative was represented by Messrs. 
Sweet, Guiteau, and North; and for a while the 
negative went begging, so that I began to think 
we should have it all our own way, whether we 
would orno. But after repeated calls from the chair 
and audience, Dr. McKim, one of the appointees 
of the negative, came forward and treated the 
subject as best he could, not being very well pos- 
ted, stating that he had never in his life thought 
of the subject until then. And on leaving the 
floor, he requested that he might be corrected by 
any of us on the affirmative, if he had misstated 
any of the issues of the subject. He dwelt ex- 
clusively upon the organizational and governmen- 
tal aspect of Communism, as touching its practi- 
cability, and also in its effects upun the individual 
will and liberty. He urged, as the subject ap- 
peared to him, that in order to practicability. 
there must be a concession and submission of the 
reserved rights and will {of the individual, to a 
central power—a sovereign or representative head. 
And that head from his stand point, was, of course, 
human. 

The Dr. was followed by Mr. Guitean who 
took up this point: ‘The Theocratic Head-ship of 
Jesus Christ, made effective for all governmenta! 
purposes by individual inspiration.’ And I think 
he was inspived to speak, for he surpassed him- 
self; speaking straight-forward, and without hes- 
itancy, for a half hour, the limit for cach speaker. 

Then my successor in the Methodist pastorate 
of Freeport took the floor. And he used the 
usual weapons of declamation and ridicule—made 
charges against the Oneida Community in general, 
and Mr. Noyes in particular, taken from the 
mouth of that old lying hag, madam Rumor— 
charges of gross licentiousness, &c. 


Then Mr. Sweet followed in one of his happiest 


‘\ efforts; reminding one of the doctrine of annihi- 


lation. He proclaimed in the most emphatic 
manner that he, Mr. North, Mr. Guiteau, and a 
few others in Freeport believed in J. IL. Noyes. 
and in the Oneida Community ; that he regarded 
Mr. Noyes as a hero man, and said he, ‘ some of 
us know him to be a brave man, and we believe 
him to be a pure :an;’ that licentiousness was 
always and inevitably a quarrelsome element, 
that peace and licentiousness never lived together - 
‘Solve a problem: Oneida Community has had an 
organized existence for more than ten years, with 
growing peace and prosperity. Account for it if 
you can upon the basis of licentiousness.’ ‘ Wait 
a little’ said the speaker, ‘ before you judge’; and 
turning towards the previous speaker, he said, 
‘Sir, the fangs of that old monster, that would 
hang or burn a man for opinions sake, or faith’s 
sake, are drawn—he can’t do it any more.’ 


As Mr. Burnham says when writing abvut 
Henry Ward Beecher’s lecture at Utica, ‘I am 
no reporter’, andif ¥ were there would be little 
use in trying to report Mr. Sweet's speech, either 
as to matter oranimus. His withering, scorching, 
burning eloquence, when speaking of old conser- 
vatism, old fogyism—could not be reduced to 
black and white; nor when speaking of the re- 
wards of love as a motive power for the achicve- 
ment of any and every thing, superiur to the 
motive of material gain. His speech was deser- 
vedly severe upon the Rey., and approved by the 
audience, as was indicated by their responsive fect, 
ahabit however which I do not approve. It was 
severe but gentlemanly—if that 1s possible, and 1 
think it is. The custom of the Lyceum has always 
been to take a vote of the audience at the close 
of the debate on every question; but in this in- 
stance no such motion was offered—which was 
providential—as the people were not called t 
take sides, but left free to think and canvass. 

When coming out of the debate, one of the 
young lawyers of our place met me at the door 
and said to me: “I wanted to get up and answer 
the clergyman myself when he spoke the second 
time, (he threw in a few remarks after Mr, Sweet, ) 
and propose to him that ifhe would go down to 





Oneida Community, and there try to realize in 
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his own experience what he would have this audi- 


ence believe was the character of that Commu- 
nity, he would find himself falling as far below 
their real standard of character as Lucifer did 
when he fell from heaven.” A very good thing 
to have said under the circumstances. 

We feel on the whole that this public discus_ 
sion will operate favorably both ways—upon our- 
selves and upon public opinion. It will take the 
padloc’ off from the mouths of our secret friends, 
so that they will not only dare think for them- 
selves, but speak for us; and doubtless the dis- 
cussion has removed from the minds of our 
friends some difficulties which they before had. 
We feel thankful that without our agency provi- 
dence furnished us this opportunity to bear tes- 
timony to the truth. T. Nortu. 





Faith the Basis of Health. 





Putney, Vt., March, 24. 

The attention of the family here has been, of 
late, more than usual, called to the subject of 
health. Ina late conversation I had with Mrs. 
L., we became mutually convinced that there was 
need of an increase of faith. We profess to be- 
lieve that Christ is a whole Savior; that he 
has overcome and delivered us not only from sin, 
but from disease inall its forms; that himself has 
taken our infirmities, and borne our sicknesses ; 
yet we find ourselves, more or Jess subject to 
them. We feel called on to stir ourselves up and 
to give renewed attention to our first faith. 


As I pondered upon the subject, I remembered 
that the disciple said to the Lord, ‘Increase our 
faith ;’ and he said to them, ‘If ye had faith as 
a grain of mustard seed, ye might say to this 
sycamore-tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in the sea, and it should obey 
you ;’ and Matthew adds, ‘ And nothing shall be 
impossible unto you.’ Can we doubt that he 
meant just what he said ?, When we confess Christ, 
and are joined to him, we no doubt come intoan 
incipient stage of this faith; and 1 believe for one, 
as Mr. Noyes teaches, that the age of miracles is 
not past, and that the words of our Savior, just 
quoted, are a true test of faith. I remembered 
too, that the Lord, after his resurrection, up- 
braided his disciples for their unbelief, and hard- 
ness of heart. By looking over the connection of 
the passage where this is mentioned, we find it 
is said he ‘appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out 
of whom he had cast seven devils. She went and 
told them that had been with him,as they mourned 
and wept ; and they, when they heard that he was 
alive and had been seen of her, believed not. 
After that, he appeared in another form, unto two 
of them as they walked, and went into the country. 
And they went and told it to the residue: neither 
believed they them.’ Luke says, ‘their words 
seemed to them us idle tales.’ ‘Poh!’ we may im- 
agine they said, ‘do you pretend to say that he 
has risen from the dead, and is alive again! who 
ever heard of such a thing? It is all your imagin- 
ation.’ Afterward he appeared to the eleven, as 
they sat at meat; and then he upbraided them 
“because they believed not them that had seen him 
after he was risen.? After commanding his disci- 
ples, ‘Go ye unto all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature,’ Christ adds: These 
signs shall follow them that believe: in my name 
they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take upserpents ; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.’ There is yet another promise, in 
a few words, that covers all these signs and 
promises: ‘I will give you power overall the 
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.’ Now the question is, Do we be- 
lieve these promises ? Do we believe the testimony 
of those that heard them ? so believe them as to 
be willing to confess it before the world—to make 
them the standard of our faith, and labor and 
pray for the attainment? I will confess, for one 
that Iam deeply impressed that they are the truth; 
that our faith must come up on to this plane, and 
that nothing less than this standard will enable 
us to fulfill and glortfy the gospel we have 
received and preach. 

If others are having similar impressions, and 
are interested in these views, I hope they will 
come out with their testimony. Let us remem- 
ber that our union is our strength; and the 
promise is, ‘If two of you shail agree on earth, as 
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father who is in Heaven.; 
Now cannot we agree to say tothe Lord, ‘In. 
crease our faith : give us the faith that wiil re- 
move the mountains of unbelief, and confirm and 
abundantly prove our confession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? P. Noyes. 





Communications. 
Davenport, Iowa, March, 17. 
Iam thankful for the Gospel of Salvation 
from sin and its consequences, and for the love it es- 
tablishes in my heart for all true believers. It 
gives a sure confidence in God, which leaves no 
room to doubt his goodness. P. P. Lorp. 
Oneida Community April 4. 
—TI thank God for love, and for his gifts ; 
for calling me and leading me where I saw the 
truth, and giving me faith, and a heart to re- 
ceive his promises. Satiy Coss. 








Newark April 4. 
——In enumerating the many precious gifts 
t» be thankful for, if one appears to be nearer my 
heart than another, it is the growing interest I 
feel in the New Covenant, which Christ estab- 
lished in this world at his Second Cominz.— 
It looked so clear, sv pure, and so free froin sel- 
fishness, that I hardly dared to confess its spirit 
in me, when I first saw it to be true. But by the 
help of Mr. Noyes’ writings and experience, and 
the continual confession of the truth, I found my 
heart naturally rejoicing in it; and can now say, 
to the praise of God’s grace, that 1 am no more a 
stranger and foreigner, but a child cf God, 
through faith in his Son Jesus Christ. I have 
daily cause for thankfulness, for being permitted 

to be a member of the Community. 
E. WuitFievp. 





Table-Talk by J. H. N.—No. 7. 


We cannot too often refresh our minds 
with the scene of the day of Pentecost. 
There we behold the natural and most 
beautiful results of the ouspouring of the 
Holy Spirit. ‘When the day of Pente- 
cost was fully come, the disciples were all 
with one accord in one place. And sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven, as 
of arushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. 
And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost :’ and what were the RESULTS ? 
‘All that believed were together, and 
had all things common ; and they did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart” (Acts, 2.) It is evident to me 
that they did ‘eat their meat with glad- 
ness,’ because they had ‘singleness of 
heart.’ The fact that they were ‘converted, 
and had become as little children’—hav- 
ing their attention single-eyed toward 
God—and were delighted with good, 
praising God with their whole hearts— 
was the reason why they ate their meat 
with gladness. Every thing tended to 
intensify their life, and give it a single 
purpose. The day of Pentecost was a 
very momentous time. The disciples had 
looked forward to it with great interest 
and expectation. They had been through 
great trials since the death of their Mas- 
ter; but at this time a crisis took place 
in their experience, and their labors were 
crowned with abundant fruit. The mass- 
es of the people, to whom the apostles 
preached, ‘ were pricked in their hearts,’ 
and cried out, ‘What shall we do?’ 
The circumstances of the occasion brought 
all believers into an intensity of purpose 
that carried them away from the ordinary 
turmoils of life, and raised their souls te 
God and heaven, They had but one 
thing to attend to—they sought only 
‘the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness.’ They were men ‘of one idea’— 
men who cared neither for their property, 
their reputation, nor their lives. ‘ They 
sold their possessions and goods, and par- 
ted them to all, as every man had need.’ 
Their hearts were pure, free from all the 
turbid influences of the world, and were 
therefore good conductors and channels 
of the spirit of heaven ; and that spirit 
flowed in upon them, and filled their 
hearts ; ‘and they did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart,’ as 


free as little children, in the presence of 
God who loved them. 

There is the model we must look at in 
our eating and drinking. We must cul- 
tivate ip us the same intensity of purpose 
that the disciples had on the day of Pen- 
tecost, free ourselves from all double- 
mindedness. ‘Purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded.’ ‘ Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God.’ Those 
who have hearts pure enough to see God 
will enjoy their food, eat without fear, 
and have good digestion. The pure in 
heart will see beauties in every thing— 
every object will reflect upon the Divine 


glory. 


The Captain and his Child. 
BY JAMES T. FIELDS. 








We were crowded in the cabin, 
Not a soul would dare to sleep— 
It was midnight on the waters, 
And astorm was on the deep. 
*Tis a fearful thing in Winter 
To be shattered by the blast, 
And to hear the rattling trumpet 
Thunder ‘‘ cut away the mast.” 


So we shuddered there in silence~ 
For the stoutest held his breath, 
While the hungry sea was roaring, 
And the breakers talked with death. 
And as thus we sat in darkness, 
Each one busy with his prayers— 
** We are lost.” the captain shouted, 
As he staggered down the stairs. 


But his little daughter whispered 
As she took his icy hand, 
**Isn’t God upon the water, 
Just the same as on the land ?’’ 


Then we kissed the little maiden, 
And we spoke in better cheer, 

And we anchored safe in harbor, 
When the morn was shining clear. 








Hints to Writers. 

The Century gives the following good advice 
to correspondents: 

Avoid the introductory ; grasp the point at 
once, and make as few lines of it as possible. 
Write not by straining, but from over-fullness. 
We have much respect for what are called, in 
a large sense, the conversations of society— 
what relates to social improvement, what 
springs from natural and strong hearts, what 
plans are in force to benefit the conditions of 
labor, what evidences there are of real growth 
in manners and morals, what intellectual and 
material deficiencies need to be supplied, and 
so forth. 

One scene faithfully painted is worth a tun 
of common newspaper correspondence. We 
smell the fresh earth as the plough turns it, 
and the new hay. We are one of a husking 
party—we hear the winter logs crackling, and 
we are no longer chained to a chair in the 
midst of wheels and stones. Do you not have 
sometimes really good gossip in social cireles—- 
something above scandal and love-making ? 
Are there not true biographies of some gen- 
uine lives that ought not to be forgotten—-that 
even a few sentences would preserve from 
utter loss? Have you not now and then, a 
real hero, above the world and yet deeply and 
diligently in it, whose name ought to be carved 
on the tablet of social history ? What he was, 
what she did, how they labored with great trust- 
ing faith to make all around them better; ex- 
amples of patience, brave endurance and sweet 
fame ; people who turn every fact into a 
blessing, who never rest a minute if an act of 
mercy remains unaccomplished, and whom to 
suffer to depart without a record is a loss to all 
that come after. We know well that men who 
are called great because they have been Judges 
or Senators, are immortalized by the newspa- 
pers, and their sists made as white as wool; 
but they are dwarfs compared with hundreds 
of the unobtrusive excellent who die without a 
line of memory to their names. We need all 
the good that can be gathered in the daily 
harvest of our kind to keep us hopeful and 
strong, to incite industry and encourage vir- 
tue. There is no exhaustion of the sources of 
instruction in this wonderful life of our human 
nature. 








Ortentat Wir —A young man going on a 
journey intrusted a hundred deenars to an 
old man. When he came back, the old man 
denied having had any money deposited with 
him, and he was had up before the khazce. 

‘* Where were you, young man, when you 
delivered this money ?” 





‘* Take my seal and summon that tree,” suid 
the Judge. “Go, young man, and tell the 
tree to come hither, and the tree will obey you 
when you show it my seal.” 

The young man weat in wonder. After he 
had been gone for some time, the khazee said 
to the old man: 

** He is long—do you think he has got there 
yet ?” 

“ No,” said the old man, “it is at some 
distance ; he has not got there yet?” 

‘‘ How knowest thou, old man,” cried the 
khazee, ‘* where that tree is ?”’ 

The young man returned, and said the tree 
would not come. 

** He has been here, young man, and given 
his evidence--the money is thine.” 


The Koh-i-noor’s Mustache. 
The ‘ Professor’ in the last Atlantic Monthly, 
thus hits a foolish fashion that prevails to some 
extent among the men, and which 1s as deserving of 
ridicule, as is the crinoline among the women. 











The Koi-i-noor—the gentleman, you re- 
member, with a very large diamond in his 
shirt-front—laughed his scornful laugh, and 
made as if to speak. 

Sail in, Metropolis !—said that same young 
man John, by name. And then, in a lower 
tone, not meaning to be heard—Now, then, 
Ma’am Allen! 

But he was heard—and the Koh-i-noor’s 
face turned so white with rage, that his blue- 
black moustache and beard looked fearful, seen 
against it. He grinned with wrath, and caught 
at a tumbler, as if he would have thrown it or 
its contents at the speaker. The young Mary- 
lander fixed bis clear, steady eye upon him, 
and laid his hand on hisarm, carelessly almost, 
but the Jewel found it was held so that he 
could not move it. It was of no use. The 
youth was his master in muscle, aud in that 
deadly Indian hug in which men wrestle with 
their eyes ;—over in five seconds, but breaks 
one of their two backs, and is good for three- 
score years and ten ;-—one trial enough——set- 
tles the whole matter—just as when two feath- 
ered songsters of the barn yard, game and dung- 
hill, come together—aiter a jump or two at 
exch other, and a few sharp kicks, there is the 
end of it; and it is, Apres vous, Monsieur, in 
all the social relations with the beaten party 
for all the rest of his days. 

I cannot philosophically account for the Koh- 
i-noor’s wrath. For though a cosmetic is 
sold, bearing the name of the lady to whom 
reference was made by the young person John, 
yet, as it is publicly asserted in respectable 
prints that this cosmetic is not a dye, I see no 
reason why he should have felt offended by 
any suggestion that he was indebted to it or 
its authoress. I have no doubt that there are 
certain exceptional complexions to which the 
purple tinge, above alluded to, is natural. Na- 
ture is fertile in variety. I saw an albiness in 
London once, for sixpence, (including the iu- 
spection of a stuffed boa-constrictor,) who 
looked as if she had been boiled in milk. A 
young Hottentot of my acquaintance had his 
hair all in little pellets of the size of marrow- 
fat peas. One of my own classmates has un- 
dergone a singular change of late years—his 
hair losing its original tint, and getting a re- 
markable discolored look; and another has 
ceased to cultivate any hair at all over the ver- 
tex or crown of the head. SoTI am perfectly 
willing to believe that the purple-black of the 
Koh-i-noor’s moustache and whiskers is consti- 
tutional and not pigmentary. But I can’t 
think why he got so angry. 

rt 20 2 —— 

PervisuNness.—Some people’s eyes see only 
defects. A snarling criticism is ever dropping 
from their tongue. Something is wrong; or 
if not wrong, they are sure it is not right. 
Somebody is five minutes behind time; the 
breakfast is smoky, the dinner ill-done.— 
Neighbors are selfish—in fine, they are so un- 
fortunate as, always, to live in a bad neighbor- 
hood, with unsympathizing friends. They won- 
der folks are not glad to see them; they are 
sure they have kind feelings for everybody. 
Ay; but, they keep these kind feelings so 
close, that their most familiar associates pev- 
er suspect their existence. ‘They do not know 
the demon of discord has a foul den in their own 
hearts, in which originates their evil. If they 
would exorcise the heart-demon their trouble 
would end.— Life Illustrated. 





Convexity or THE Earru.—The econvex- 
ity of the earth interposes to prevent the sigh! 
of distant bodies. Thus at 600 yards an object 
one inch high could not be seen in a straight 
linc ; at 900, 2 inches ; at 1,400 yards, © 
inches; atone mile, 8 inches; at 3 miles, ¢ 
feet ; so that at that distance aman would bé 
invisible ; 4 miles, 10 feet; 6 miles, 66 fee’ ° 





*¢ Under a tree.” 


14 miles, 130 feet. 
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